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DETAILED ACTION 

This is tfie third non-final Office Action for application number 10/070,679 
Multiuse Construction System: Multispace 2000, filed on 7/15/02. Claims 18-35 are 
pending. This is the second non-final Action is in response to applicant's reply dated 
3/3/04. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not Included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 31-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable over 
United States Patent No. 6085476 to Jantzi et al. and further in view of United States 
Patent No. 4620404 to Rizk. 

Jantzi et al. shows the method of making a modular building system (10) for a 
building including the steps of providing a plurality of visible foundation beams (12), 
for providing foundation for the building, having a plurality of foundation rods (34) 
extending upwardly therefrom at selected locations. Jantzi et al. also shows the 
steps of providing a plurality of modular blocks (14) for assembly on the visible 
foundation beams (12), in a selected configuration to form walls of the building, 
certain of the blocks being formed such that a window and door apertures 
(unmarked) can be defined as desired, solid modular wall blocks having vertically 
oriented apertures therethough (38) and assembled such as to define verticals ducts 
in an assembled wall, the ducts being a combination of the apertures in the blocks. 
Jantzi et al. shows the method of providing a plurality of wall rods (26) and 
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connection means (36) for connecting tlie wall rods (26) to the foundation rods (34), 
tiie wall rods (26) extending upwardly through selected ones of the wall ducts, at 
least some of the wall rods (26) having upper ends exposed above the assembled 
wall. Jantzi et al shows the method of providing ceiling beam holder boxes (See 
Drawing Below) having means for connection (36) with the exposed upper wall rod 
ends (26), of opposed side wall of the building, providing ceiling beams (40) for 
cooperation with the ceiling beams holder boxes and means to connect the ceiling 
beams to the beam holder boxes (See Col. 4, lines 37-38), and providing a 
demountable roof structure (roof may by detached inherently if it may be attached as 
described in Col. 4, lines 37-38) for connection to assembled building walls, through 
connector means and the exposed upper wall rod ends, wherein the roof structures 
are "A" frame configuration and an "A" framed fagade (See Fig. for front Facade) for 
closing front and back portions of the roof structure and providing means for 
connecting facades to the roof structure. 



Ceiling Beam 
Holder Boxes 




Jantzi et al. also provides that the modular building system is installed on a 
floor (22), but does teach the specifics of the floor in that is does not show the 
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method of providing floor beam and a means for securing the beams to the visible 
foundation beams, the means having additional rods formed with the foundation 
beam and extending upwardly for connection with the floor beam, 

Rizk shows a building that teaches the method of providing visible foundation 
beams (24) and providing floor beams (26, 28) and a means (29) for securing the 
beams to the visible foundation beams (24), the means having additional rods 
formed with the foundation beam and extending upwardly for connection with the 
floor beam, this type of connection used for easy installation of the building to the 
floor. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have used a floor attachment configuration as shown above 
in order to easily attach the building to the floor. 

Jantzi et al. also does not specifically teach whereby the building can be 
upwardly expanded to define an second story, the method of expanding a building 
upwardly providing additional ceiling beams for the extending walls, providing additional 
flooring modulars for connection with the first ceiling beams, providing a staircase 
means between the levels and additional window units in accordance with the 
predetermined designs for the second story. 

Rizk also shows a modular building which can be upwardly expanded (See 
Fig, 5) to define an second story, (See Col. 19, lines 1-24) the method of expanding a 
building upwardly providing additional ceiling beams for the extending walls, providing 
additional flooring modulars for connection with the first ceiling beams, providing a 
staircase means (200) between the levels and additional window units (See Fig, 6 for 
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window unit) in accordance with the predetermined designs for the second story, used 
to add additions to the home. Therefore it would have been obvious to someone skilled 
in the art to have provided additional modular pieces like those taught by Rizk, to the 
Jantzi et al. modular home, in order to be able to expand to a second story. 



Response to Arguments 

The applicant has argued that Jantzi et al. does not teach that the apertures are 
in the blocks themselves, but that the apertures are a space for passing wall rods 
therein. This argument is unpersuasive in that the modular blocks as taught by Jantzi 
et al. have a front wall and a back wall, the apertures being through these walls (See 
Fig. 3 . Below). 




Front and 

Back Walls 
Of Block 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



Claims 18-30 are allowed. 

The reason is that the prior art does not show a modular wall block which each 
have a channel in each of the top and bottom surfaces, the channels being inwardly 
adjacent to the outer side whereby the channels form a conduit for containing a sealing 
means to seal the wall from the elements and from the weather. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Amy J. Sterling 
at telephone number 703-308-3271 . The examiner can normally be reached (M-F 8 
a.m.-5:00 p.m.). if attempts to reach the examiner are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Leslie Braun can be reached at 

703-308-21 56. The fax machine number for the Technology center is 
703-305-3597 or 703-305-3598 (formal amendments) or 703-308-3519 (Infomial 
amendments/communications). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Technology Center receptionist at 703-308-2168. 



Conclusion 





AJS 

Amy J. Sterling 
5/26/04 



